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A Sept. 5 meeting of Socrates Café, an inclusive philosophical group that meets at Cafe Pomegranate discusses a myriad of topics.
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Biweekly meetings spark lively discourse
By MANDIE MOHSENZADEGAN
Staff Writer

The ancient Greek philosopher Socrates
once said, “The unexamined life is not
worth living.” A group of professors and
students gather together in Cafe Pomegranate every other Tuesday afternoon to do just
that: to examine and analyze life. They call
the group “Socrates Café.”
Janet Stemwedel, assistant professor of
philosophy at SJSU, brings forth an openended question for every meeting, which is
then debated extensively among the group,
and which is related to everyday life.
“Recreational thinking is one of the
things that makes our lives better,” Stemwedel said.
Philip Tokarek, a freshman majoring in
political science, said he attended the discussion because he, “was curious, and hey,
this is (a different) type of conversation.”
Erin Norris, a senior majoring in business marketing, said, “I went to all but one
meeting last semester. I was in one of Dr.
Williamson’s courses, and he offered this
for extra credit … then I actually ended up
continuing it.”
Stemwedel said she chooses to lead the
Socrates Café because “philosophy isn’t just
for the classroom.”
“… Part of what we need as humans is
to wrestle with questions that interest us,
not that anyone’s grading us on them or
that anything is riding on it, but because
we’re curious, and we want to understand
it better,” she said.
The question posed for this particular

SJSU program
tackles Middle
East, American
relations
By SARAH KYO
Staff Writer

Jesse Polk Jr., a junior majoring in communication studies, asked Dr. Abdul Mawgoud
Dardery about American and Egyptian students’ perceptions of each other.
Dardery, a professor at South Nile Valley
University in Egypt, said he “always” shares his
experiences in the United States with his students. However, Dardery said, “When I share
this beauty with students, they say, ‘No, no, no,
that’s not the America we know.”
See EGYPT, page 6

Tuesday was, “What is community?” and
provoked a lengthy analysis of the term
“community,” from the group, not only in
relation to San Jose State University, but
also to society as a whole.The conversation took many different courses during the
hour-long discussion, such as a community’s
function, the need for trust and the conflict
of individual interest.
During the discussion, Dan Williamson,
a lecturer in the philosophy department,
questioned the amount of concern individuals have for the welfare of those around
them, as he pointed out that this is often
tested during natural disasters.
Stemwedel and Williamson brought a
broad range of external forces to the table,
such as the effect of culture and politics,
which are then examined in relation to
community.
SJSU was also put under examination,
as Stemwedel was the first to probe it.
“The first week or so there’s a lot of speechifying about campus community,” she said.
Tokarek said he does not feel a sense of
community among students in a classroom,
but finds a more friendly and sociable atmosphere in the dorms.
By the end of the hour, the question of
community remained under debate. Stemwedel laughed, saying, “We never do answer the question completely!”
Despite the low turnout of two students
and two professors, Stemwedel felt confident that Socrates Café will have a larger
gathering next time.
“Everyone should come, not just philosophy students,” she said.

See SPEAKER, page 6
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Dan Williamson, a lecturer from the department
of philosophy listens to a group participant at a
meeting of Socrates Café.

The Socrates Café
Meets at Cafe Pomegranate on East
San Fernando Street every first, third
and fifth Tuesday of the month from
3 to 4 p.m.
Next meeting is on Sept. 18. Topic
will be, “Is extra credit fair?”

Noises from fight in Washburn Hall
mistaken for gunshots, two arrested
By EKENE IKEME
Staff Writer

University police and San Jose police officers entered
Washburn Hall on Saturday after being notified by residents and staff of gunshots heard in the hall.
Wayne Parmenter, a freshman majoring in history and
resident of Washburn, said he was awake at around 1:30
a.m. when UPD officers entered the residence hall.
“I was pretty scared,” Parmenter said. “I didn’t know
what was going on. I was confused.”
Kenneth Rosales, a freshman majoring in environmental studies and resident of Washburn, said UPD’s response
brought confusion to the residents.
“I would say everyone was pretty scared,” Rosales said.
“They told everyone to stay inside and lock their doors.”
After responding to the disturbance, UPD said it real-

San Jose State University’s radio and television journalism department announced Tuesday that Sam Donaldson, former White House
correspondent for ABC News, is delivering the
key-note speech for the department’s 50th year
anniversary reunion on Oct. 12.
Jessica Drnek, president of SJSU’s radiotelevision news directors association and organizer of the event, said that Professor Bob
Rucker had a lot to do with getting Donaldson
to come to campus.
“He’s been campaigning for this reunion really hard,” Drnek said. “It’s really just exciting
for our university. Sam Donaldson is a first class
journalist. It’s super exciting for our department
because it really ups the level of our status.”
Diane Demis, a junior journalism major,
said she was not surprised to hear that Donaldson was coming to SJSU.
“No, not at all,” Demis said. “I’ve heard several people speak of the journalism program
here and I’ve heard it is one of the premier
programs in the country. So, it doesn’t seem
surprising at all that (Donaldson) would want
to come to Silicon Valley and give a speech.”
Rob Soul, program director at KSJS, said
he was also not surprised that SJSU attracted
a famous speaker.
“Sam Donaldson is an icon of broadcast
journalism, so it’s great that he’s coming to
campus,” Soul said. “I guess we’ve got a lot of,
what you call, famous people to come through
and participate in things here on campus. I’m

ized that the sounds were not gunshots, but a fight that
broke out between two males, who have not been confirmed as residents or students of SJSU.
“There was a report, but it was not gunshots,” said
UPD Sgt. John Laws. “Actually it was a fight between two
people and I think the banging on the walls caused residents to believe there were gunshots.”
Laws said because the police responded quickly with
an emergency procedure no injuries or harm occurred
among residents.
“When we were told of the gunshots,” Laws said.
“UPD officers arrived as soon as possible and San Jose police assisted. They first secured the building by not letting
anyone come within 10 feet of the building entrance and
did not let anyone leave either. The students inside had to
See FIGHT, page 8

New student
health clinic
in planning
stages
By MICHAEL RIZZO
Staff Writer

Plans are in the works to replace San Jose
State University’s 50-year-old Student Health
Center with a larger and updated health clinic in a brand-new building, campus officials
said.
Veril Phillips, vice president of student affairs, said he hopes planning will be completed
by the end of 2007 so SJSU can move on to
architectural planning. And, it’s possible that,
much like the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library, the new center may provide services for
both students and the local community.
“(The new clinic) will have an adequate
amount of space for student needs and growth,”
said Eloise Stiglitz, associate vice president of
student services. “We’re going to figure out
a way to do extended hours to meet student
needs. We’ll be able to add some of the services
we don’t have now.”
She said the new center will be large enough
to provide dental, optometry and massage
services. The building’s design will take into
account students’ needs for privacy when approaching the front desk. The new focus will
be on promoting lasting “wellness” rather than
just treating “illness.”
Socha Bell, a junior majoring in nursing,
said this new priority will be a great step for the
See HEALTH, page 2
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HEALTH- SJSU, city of San Jose officials are holding
preliminary talks to make clinic a joint effort
Continued from page 1

health center.
“One thing that’s really important is promoting student mental
health,” she said. “I went through a lot of depression before.”
Bell said that the one time she visited the health center it seemed understaffed. But Stiglitz said the new clinic will be designed in a way to
increase productivity.
“Because there’s more space, the service will be smoother,” Stiglitz
said. “We’ll be able to design a team framework where all the physicians
and nurses can work well together. Students may not see it so they won’t
be cognizant of it, but they’ll feel it.”
Talks between SJSU and San Jose city officials about locating a jointinitiative medical center on — or adjacent to — campus began in early
May, Stiglitz said.
“It’s very, very preliminary and it’s a really big if,” she said. “There’s
lots of issues to be resolved and timing is such that they may not get to be
resolved in a time that will work.”
Essentially, the building would be two separate clinics that share what

Phillips called “ancillary services,” which include x-ray equipment, a
laboratory and a pharmacy.
Punty Kiankhooy, a junior majoring in marketing, advertising and
graphic design, said the idea sounds good but also raises concerns.
“I found the doctors here not very knowledgeable when I first
went in …” she said. “(A joint clinic) is a good idea because it probably means more funding, better equipment and more rules and
regulations.
“But it will probably limit the number of students who can get
appointments. I guess it might be worth it if we get better equipment.”
Stiglitz said, though, that lack of progress in these partnership
talks, in part because of timing constraints, has forced SJSU to proceed as though there will be no partnership.
“If it comes to fruition that they’re going to join us then
we’ll figure out what to do with that,” she said. “Our program
needs are going to be the same in any case. But we can’t wait
for them.”
Phillips said the idea for a partnership is “related in part to the city
having a lot of controversy stirred up over the closing of San Jose
Medical Center on 14th and Santa Clara (streets).”
When that center closed in December 2004, downtown San Jose
was left without a medical center — long-term, urgent care or emergency, she said.
Rosalyn Dean, the chairwoman of Coalition for a Downtown
Hospital began focusing her energies on the need for a downtown
hospital before San Jose Medical Center even closed.
“Downtown is a part of Santa Clara County and has the highest
number of people in medical need,” Dean said.
She added: “It is the highest center of low income, people of color and of seniors who are in need — seniors who don’t drive, are low
income, have health problems that accumulate with age.
“All these factors make us feel that where all these instances occur
there is need for there to be medical care — a hospital.”
But Phillips said an on-campus hospital is not even a possibility.
“No one is talking about a hospital,” he said. “That’s not even
in the discussion. No one is even talking about urgent care. … And
there’s a very good reason for it. It’s very risky and very expensive.”
University President Don W. Kassing announced during his Fall
Welcome Address in Aug. 2007 that SJSU would be actively seeking opportunities to partner with the city and become “an anchor
institution.”
At a news conference on Tuesday, Kassing said a health clinic
would further that end.
“This is an example of what an anchor institution can do,” he
said. “The library is a perfect example. It serves city needs, it serves
our needs. Together we both get a lot more out of it. Could that be
translated into a health clinic center? Maybe. We’d sure like to find
out.”
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TODAY
Muslim Student Association welcome back barbecue
The Muslim Student Association will have a barbecue from 2 to 6 p.m.
at the barbecue pit next to the Fourth Street Garage.
Conversations of Activism
From 7 to 9 p.m. in the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library fifth floor program room, civil rights leaders Dr. Leo English, Henry Gage, Dorthy Hines
Courtney, Fred Hirsch and Barby Ulmer will share their experiences.
Bible Study
Acts 2 Christian Fellowship holds its weekly Bible study sessions in the
Guadalupe Room in the Student Union at 7 p.m. For more information,
contact Justin Foon at jfoon@yahoo.com or call 415-786-9873.
Student Gallery Art Exhibitions
Until Sept. 7 the Art building will have student artwork on display. For
more information, contact the gallery office at 408-924-4330 or e-mail
tbelcher@sjsuvm1.sjsu.edu
SJSU Jazz Faculty - Combo
The Listening Hour “Live Music” Concert Series kicks off with its
first concert in the Music building Concert Hall from 12:30 to 1:15 p.m.
Admission is free and the concert is open to the public.
FRIDAY
Prepare for the WST
The Learning Assistance Resource Center is holding a WST workshop from 2 to 4:30 p.m. in the Student Services Center room 604. For
more information regarding the WST, go to http://www.sjsu.edu/larc/
resources/wst_info/.
SEPTEMBER 11
Pride of the Pacific Islands Meeting
The Pride of the Pacific Islands club will hold its first general meeting
on Tuesday, Sept. 11 from 5:30 to 7 p.m. The meeting will be held in the
Guadalupe Room in the Student Union.
“Drinking Coffee Elsewhere” Book Discussion
A discussion with ZZ Packer about her new book “Drinking Coffee
Elslewhere” will take place at noon in the engineering building room 285.
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Love bytes
“Can anybody find me somebody to love?” Thirty years after the band Queen asked this question, the wording has been
changed. It is no longer only a question of who can find true
love, but where to find true love. The answer: the Internet.
Also known as the “modern day singles scene” by an
article in the Lexdon Business Library, an Internet news
outlet, online dating has become the new way to find love.
According to an article in the Financial Times, meeting
someone on the Internet is a great way to find your perfect
match. Members of the many dating sites available can get
to know each other by “cyber-chatting” in order to determine if they are compatible, the article says.
This, it says, helps eliminate the unfortunate event of
falling for someone and then realizing later on that he or
she possesses unfavorable qualities.
Some students seem to think that our generation is too young
to have to resort to online dating when looking for a mate. Kimberly Mello, a senior majoring in child development, does.
“I feel that people who do online dating are looking to
settle down, get married and have babies, and that is just
not what I want right now,” she says.
Other students are worried about safety issues when it
comes to sharing personal information online.
“People online can say anything about themselves and there’s
no way to tell if it’s true or not, which makes it dangerous,” says
Monica Zamolo, a senior majoring in child devolpment.
Junior, Nancy Ann Van Eck, a criminal justice major, agrees,

“You never know what you will get when talking to someone
online. They’re not always the person that they portray.”
Although Web sites such as MySpace and Facebook are
sometimes used to find someone to date, they are not as
secure as those sites specifically intended for online dating.
According to the site Match.com, which has grown to more
than 20 million members since its creation in 1995, it gives users
the option of how much information they are willing to share.
The site also offers tips on how to date safely both online
and offline. These include keeping profiles free of personal
information and remaining anonymous until fully comfortable with sharing your identity.
“I would only consider dating someone I met online depending on how long we’ve been talking, how comfortable I
feel about the person and how much I feel I can trust him,”
said Tiffany Parcasio, a senior international business major.
However, Tiffany went on to say that she would rather
meet someone in person than online.
“To me, it’s easier to get to know a person when you talk
to them face to face rather than online,” she says.
Skyler Yu, a senior majoring in recreation and leisure studies,
would rather leave things up to fate than go looking for love.
“I think you have to meet someone when you least expect it,” he said.
Online dating may not be very popular with some students on this campus, but at some colleges, it has become
a new way to meet people.

LEAH BIGELOW
staff writer

BY THE
NUMBERS

44

percent of adult
Americans are
single
—U.S. Census

40

million Americans used online
dating
services in 2003
—U.S. News and
World Report

48

percent of
online daters
have broken up
over e-mail
—The Encyclopedia of Exes

26-35:

average age of
online daters
—online
personalswatch.
com

3

million people
say they met
their partners
online
—onlinepersonalswatch.com

c

Schools such as Georgetown University, Texas A&M University and the University of Washington all have dating sites
specifically created for students and alumni of their school.
IamFreeTonight.com was developed last November to
make it easier for people to set up dates, according to Cliff
Lerner, President and CEO of eTwine Holdings Inc. and
creator of the site.
“We wanted to create a more fun approach to dating,”
Lerner said in a phone interview.
He went on to explain that users can post when they are
free and what they are doing so others can make plans to meet
up with them. This concept creates less emphasis on formal
dates and more on group dates or just hanging out, he says.
Lerner also says that his company created an application
on Facebook called “Are You Interested?” More than half
a million people have signed up for this application, which
notifies users if someone is interested in their profile, and
has helped IamFreeTonight.com gain more attention, he
said.
Although both sites are open to anyone, Lerner said that
IamFreeTonight.com attracts mainly college students. He
explained that the overall concept is more about hanging
out than finding a serious relationship, although that can
happen as well.
“The people that use (a dating site) and are successful are
lucky that they found someone they can relate to,” Nancy
Ann said.
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Super Senior

QB ready to lead
after opening-day
loss to Arizona State
By JOVANNI COLISAO
Staff Writer

HANNA THRASHER // SPARTAN DAILY

Quarterback Adam Tafralis drops back during a drill in fall camp on Aug. 22.

It was a scorching, long Labor
Day weekend in Tempe Arizona
for our 2006 New Mexico Bowl
Champions.
The Spartans began their 2007
season last Saturday with a 45-3
loss against new head coach Dennis Erickson and his Arizona State
University Sun Devils.
Returning for his fifth season
with the Spartans, senior Adam
Tafralis felt confident entering the
game against the PAC-10’s own
Sun Devils.
“My arm is strong,” Tafralis
said. “I’m in shape. I’m ready to
go.”
The San Bruno Native threw
for 39 yards against the Sun Devils
with five completions out of 13 attempts and two interceptions.
He also led the team in rushing
with 28 yards.
But, the Spartans could not keep
up with Erickson’s Sun Devils.
After Tafralis set a school record, completing 65.6 percent of
his passes and being ranked 11th
nationally in passing efficiency last
season, being a role model for his
young team has been key.
“He’s been like a real leader
off and on the field every day,
seven days a week,” said Bradis
McGriff, a starting Spartan tackle who transferred from Arizona
State.
Earning his spot at starting
quarterback the past two seasons
has not been a walk in the park for
the recently graduated senior.
After red-shirting his first year
in 2003, Tafralis had to prove
himself to head coach Dick Tomey after his up- and- down season
sophomore year.
As a sophomore, Tafralis completed nearly half of his passes,
going 142-286, with 11 touchdowns and 1,810 yards.
In addition, Tafralis was
ranked 89th nationally in passing
efficiency in 2005.
If it weren’t for backup quarterback Sean Flynn’s groin injury,
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Spartan quarterback Adam Tafralis warms up before fall training camp practice on
Aug. 22.

the quarterback position may have
been up for grabs this past summer.
The quarterback position may
still be available with backup Sean
Flynn.
Flynn threw for 19 yards and
completed four of his six attempts,
with no interceptions Saturday
night.

“He’s been ... a real
leader off and on the
field every day, seven
days a week.”
BRADIS MCGRIFF
Spartan offensive tackel

“Obviously, I want to play the
entire game.” Tafralis said. “I understand that we got to make sure
that other people are ready, so if
Sean gets his shot, I’ll be the first
one to pat him on the back.”
However, Tafralis worked hard
over the summer to improve himself as a player.
“He’s much better physical condition. He’s a better runner now
than he was.” Tomey said. “He’s
worked very hard to get stronger. I
think he has a better overall grasp
of what were doing.”
Regardless of what time or day
it is Tafralis continues to work,
even after the holidays.
“After our bowl game, we had
Christmas off and that next day,
he was in the weight room,” McGriff said.
After leading the team to an
overall 9-4 record last season and

being put on the watch list for the
Manning award — given to the
best passer in the nation — Tafralis has truly stepped up his game.
“It s amazing,” Tafralis said. “I
never thought I’d be on something
like that. It’s a real honor.”
Improving his choice of passing
was demonstrated in the following
year, going from 10 interceptions
to seven interceptions in 2006.
“I just focused — focused more
on the mental game,” Tafralis said.
“Focused more on taking the easy
throw, and not going after the big
home run every time.”
Tafralis completed nearly 40
more passes than his 2005 season,
hitting on 181 throws out of 276
attempts.
Tafralis also converted 21 touchdown passes in 2005.
The same season, he slaughtered
the University of Washington with
28 completions and threw for three
touchdowns that game.
Considering the majority of
his new offense is fairly new to
the Western Athletic Conference,
Tafralis would not have any other
offense.
“I feel very confident about my
receivers,” Tafralis said.
Junior wide receiver David
Richmond caught five balls for 39
yards against the Sun Devils.
In his shadow were juniors, Kyle
Flynn and Kevin Jurovich with one
reception a piece and a combined
total of 29 yards.
With a 0-1 record, the Spartans will have another shot at
proving they’re victorious at
Kansas State University on Sept.
8 at 6:05 p.m.
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Rivalry rolls on as Santa Clara takes 12th in a row from Spartans
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By EKENE IKEME
Staff Writer

Tempers flared on the field
while the crowd was enthusiastic
as the Rivalry Series between San
Jose State University and Santa
Clara University continued during
last Friday’s women’s soccer game.
Whenever the Lady Spartans
play the Broncos — currently
ranked eighth in the nation in collegiate women’s soccer — it is not
just an important game, it is a rivalry game.
“This is a rivalry game for us,”
said Jackie Zabek, co-captain of
the Spartans. “Everyone was really pumped up this week and we
couldn’t wait to play them.”
SJSU women’s soccer has lost
each match against SCU since the
two schools started playing each
other.
“This was a big game for us,”
said co-captain Kristin Krale. “Every time we play them it’s a big
game and we want to win.”
The hundreds in attendance
were just as involved in the game
as the players.
Adults argued with the referees,
preteen girls were screaming at the
top of their lungs, cheering players
from both teams, and members of
the Spartan Squad were in attendance rooting for SJSU.

“This is a rivalry game
for us. Everyone was
really pumped up this
week and we couldn’t
wait to play them.”
JACKIE ZABEK
Spartan senior co-captain and midfielder

Just like in any other college rivalry, the crowd played an important role in giving the players an
extra amount of energy and enthusiasm.
Natalie White, a junior majoring in radio, television and film at
SJSU, said she feels it is important
to encourage Spartan athletes in
such a big game.
“They’re our rivals,” White said,
while wearing her Spartan Squad
T-shirt. “I like to support our athletes because they put out a lot of
hard work.”
And the players love the support
from the students.
“It’s really fun to play when the
crowd is in to it,” said Zabek, a senior majoring in business management. “It’s great that we had people rooting for us even when we’re
on the road.”
Even the coaches from both
schools appreciated the enthusiasm
from the crowd.
“The crowd helped us out a
lot,” said Dave Siracusa, fourth-

Hey Club
Sports, we
need you!
It’s time for readers
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year head coach of the Spartans.
“Anytime you can get a crowd like
that on the road is terrific.”
Jerry Smith, who has been
coaching the Broncos women’s
soccer team for the last 21 years
agreed.
“Usually when we play teams,
90 percent of the crowd is rooting
for us,” Smith said. “But with this
local rivalry game, and we’re only
six miles apart, it seemed like half
the fans were SJSU fans. But it was

exciting to play in this type of atmosphere.”
As for the game, SJSU was not
victorious, but the game was highly
competitive and physical.
Athletes from both teams
were constantly knocked to the
ground.
Two players got into a little shoving match and three yellow cards
were handed out during the game.
“It’s really competitive,” said
Krale, also a senior majoring in

business management. “(The
Broncos) are always confident, but
we showed that we weren’t going to
back down.”
The intensity on the field was

“... the Spartans have
that ‘never say die’
attitude about them.”
JERRY SMITH
SCU women’s soccer head coach

even noticeable from the stands.
“There’s a lot of pushing and
shoving, but they’re gonna fight
to the bitter end,” White said. “It
looks like they’re out for blood out
there.”
The coaches from both teams
also enjoyed the intense play on
the field.
“One thing I like about the
Spartans is they have that ‘never
say die’ attitude about them,” said
SCU coach Smith. “They really

showed that tonight.”
Though the Spartans lost this
game, they believe it won’t faze
them for the rest of the season or
next year’s game in the Rivalry Series.
“They’ll probably be down for
about five minutes, then that’s it,”
Siracusa said. “We’ll move on and
focus on Sunday’s game. We’ll
play Santa Clara next year and
hopefully the outcome will be different.”
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SPEAKER- Former ABC anchor reported on White House
Continued from page 1

not surprised, just privileged.”
Will Thomas, an SJSU alumnus and weekend anchor at FOX 5
News in Washington D.C., worked
with Donaldson during the Monica
Lewinsky scandal and had a pivotal role in getting Donaldson on
board.
“I worked side by side with (Donaldson) a few times, covering various things and got to know him,”
Thomas said. “I decided to reach
out to him at Bob Rucker’s request
to see if he would be interested.”
Thomas said Donaldson “was
very open to doing it and pleased
to be asked.”
“I let him know how much it
meant to me and that the university helped save my career and
my life,” Thomas said. “He made
some arrangements in his schedule
and said he could do it. Bob sort of
took it over from that point.”
Thomas said that the biggest
concern was scheduling.
“He does a live radio show,”
Thomas said. “I think he’s arranged
it that he will go to the ABC station
in San Francisco, KGO, and possibly do his show from there and then
come into San Jose for the event.”
Professor Rucker said that
since Donaldson confirmed his attendance, there has been a “solid
buzz” about the reunion.
“I was asked to do this project
by the department director in January and the moment I put out the
word to just a few alums, it was like,
‘Oh yeah! Let’s do it!’” Rucker said.

“When we put the word out on Sam
Donaldson, my phone has been
ringing off the hook. Faculty have
been calling me saying, ‘You’ve got
Sam Donaldson?’ … ‘What a score.’
That’s what I’ve been hearing.”
Other than Donaldson’s prestige, many factors led to his selection as key-note speaker, including
budgeting and overall interest in
the event from potential speakers.
“There were quite a few perspective speakers we were looking at, but
we were really limited by their fees,”
Drnek said. “Mr. Donaldson has a
relatively reasonable public speaking
fee for the quality of celebrity that
he is. Through a lot of hard work by
Professor Rucker, we finally have it
confirmed. So, it’s really exciting.”
Drnek said that SJSU alumni were
considered for key-note speaker.
“We did look at that, but it didn’t
make sense for us,” Drnek said. “We
wanted to try to bring someone who
would get our alumni really excited
to come back and speak.”
The Director’s Association tried
acquiring other notable key-note
candidates to no avail.
“We were kicking around the idea
of Maria Shriver,” Drnek said. “But
unfortunately, neither her office nor
Governor Schwarzenegger’s office
would get back to us.”
As far as what Donaldson will
address in his speech, Drnek said,
“His focus was always politics. He
may touch on that. He may not.
He started the first online news
Webcast, which was a big pushing
point for media convergence. So it
would be really great if he talked
about that.”
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EGYPT- SJSU first West Coast
university to participate in program
Continued from page 1

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SCHOOL OF JOURNALISM AND MASS COMMUNICATIONS WEB SITE

The radio-television journalism
reunion will be a 5-day event from
Oct. 8-12 and will be entirely student-run.
“(Radio-television news directors
association) is coordinating the whole
thing,” Drnek said. “It’s really going
to be a student-based event in terms

of the work that is getting done.”
Drnek said the week will hold a
“slew” of events, including a meet
and greet between students and
alumni, and will end with Friday’s
key-note speech.
“That is when the building will
be an open house,” Drnek said.

Dardery said some of his Egyptian students have a negative perception of the United States. In fact, Dardery said some of his
Egyptian students have gone so far as to call him “an American
agent.”
On the other hand, Dardery, who has taught at Seton Hill University in Greensburg, Pa., said some American students have had similar
reactions when he talks about Islam, saying that he is “beautifying
Islam.”
Dardery spoke about the importance of communication between
Americans and Muslims on Tuesday in a lecture called “The Clash Between America and Islam: Time for a New Ethical Paradigm” at the Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Library. Dardery is one of the instructors participating in a program called Soylia Connect, which facilitates Internet
conversations between American and Middle Eastern universities. In
Spring 2008, SJSU will be the first West Coast university to participate
in this program.
According to Soylia’s Web site, groups of eight university students,
four from the United States and four from the Middle East, converse
in weekly two-hour conferences. Each of the students sit in front of a
computer and a Web cam.
Emerita Jacqueline Thurston said she will be teaching a global studies class at SJSU associated with Soylia. Thurston, a retired professor
from the school of art and design, said she met Dardery in an airport
in Cairo, Egypt when she was a Fulbright Scholar in Egypt. Thurston
said Dardery then invited her to talk to his students at his Egyptian
university.
Dardery said each country in the world has its positive and negative
points.
“It is not fair to compare with the best things in one culture and the
worst in another culture,” Dardery said.
Dardery said ignorance and fear are obstacles for dialogue to exist
between the two cultures.
“That fear, we really need to be able to conquer this fear and not let
it get to us,” Dardery said.
Dardery, who earned a Ph.D. in comparative literature from the University of Pittsburg, talked about the importance of encouraging conversations between Americans and Muslims.
“I hope we all work together for peace,” Dardery said. “Peace has to
be within ourselves to share.”
Serena Nichols, a sophomore majoring in communication studies,
said she found Dardery’s statements insightful and, as a biracial woman, can relate to feeling oppressed in society.
“I can see where they’re coming from, even me being an American,”
Nichols said.
After the event, Dardery said, “The Koran states clearly to know
each other,” Dardery said after the event. “It’s time to get to know each
other. We have a lot to give to get to know each other.”

STUDENT LIFE
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C E L E B R I T Y “Is this chicken or is this fish? I know it’s tuna, but it says chicken of the sea.” B L O O P E R S
JESSICA SIMPSON, SINGER

‘yuma’ heats up screen with classic Cowboy action
Movie Review

By CODY HAUETER
Staff Writer

PHOTO COURTESY OF
LIONSGATE

Wow. I was thoroughly impressed by “3:10 to Yuma,”
a remake of the 1957 Western film about an outlaw
and the man in charge of taking him to prison.
It’s the classic story of good guy versus bad
guy. Russell Crowe plays the rough and tough
outlaw, Ben Wade. Christian Bale acts as the
honest, hard-working rancher, Dan Evans.
I was expecting great things from these two
because I am already a big fan of Bale and
Crowe. They once again proved to me their
talent and their ability to portray very intense characters.
Bale plays a scruffy, vulnerable, downand-out Arizona cattle rancher who is
working to support his wife and two
sons. His portrayal of Dan Evans is
phenomenal and completely believable. Bale’s character is the lowest
man on the totem pole. He is in tremendous debt, and his family is suffering for it. His life is going down
the drain fast, and his children and
wife aren’t very supportive of him.
Throughout the movie we see
the hero slowly emerge in him.
When an opportunity to make
some money arises, Bale can’t help
but accept. He is put in charge
of transporting Crowe to a train
to take the outlaw to prison in
Yuma. The plot revolves around the painful
journey by horseback to the train station.
Crowe succeeded at charming and
scaring the crap out of me at the same
time. There were many times throughout the film when I thought I had him
figured out, but I was wrong more
times than I was right.
Crowe makes for an excellent vil-

lain. He’s capable of weaseling his way out of any difficult situation. An
infamous trail robber and criminal mastermind, Wade can do whatever he
wants, especially with his gang of rough-and-rowdy cowboys at his side.
Actor Ben Foster plays Wade’s right-hand man, Charlie. It’s hard for
me to see Foster as anyone but that innocent little kid on the 90s TV show
“Flash Forward,” but I do have to admit Foster makes for one creepy cowboy. His character is a dishonest slime ball who’s willing to please Wade.
This movie is packed with action, and there are numerous gun fights
and bloody battle scenes. I felt like I was watching an old Western from
the 1950s, minus the shoddy camera work and silly sound effects. Everything about this movie felt authentic — everything, that is, except
Crowe’s horseback-riding skills. He looked like he was riding with a stick
up his butt. Maybe a few more cowboy lessons would have fixed that.
The movie lacked romance, but the heartfelt relationships between
the characters were enough for me. This movie didn’t need an irrelevant
love scene to muddy the plot.
Surprisingly, there was an abundance of subtle humor throughout
the movie and Bale’s goofy persona brought light to an otherwise serious
plot line.

The cinematography wasn’t anything special. There were many close-up
shots that made me dizzy, but the scenery, costumes and authentic architecture and weapons were enough to keep the film interesting.
This movie will appeal to a wide variety of people. Men will appreciate
it because it is a perfect guy movie; there are plenty of gunfights, violence,
blood and male bonding. Women will like the movie because, well, Christian Bale and Russell Crowe are in it. Need I say more?
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Beethoven may have been poisoned; study shows
By JOVANNI COLISAO
Staff Writer

When students think of Beethoven,
the ﬁrst thing that comes to mind is
“Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony,” said Alexandra Megia, a fourth year television, radio, ﬁlm and theatre, major.
Having written nine symphonies, 16
string quartets and 32 piano sonatas,
Ludwig van Beethoven suffered from
many illnesses throughout his 57 years
of life, which included primarily abdominal problems, according to the Ira
F. Brilliant Center’s Web site.
Recently, in Vienna, the Vienna
Beethoven Society published a German
article that discusses a forensic scientist
who is investigating whether Beethoven’s
death might have been triggered by lead
poisoning from his physician, Dr. Andreas
Wawruch.
Dr. Christian Reiter, a professor in
the Medical University of Vienna has

been examining Ludwig van Beethoven’s
strands of hair that possibly could contain
lead poisoning.
Once Dr. William Meredith heard
about the article in Vienna, he asked Dr.
Reiter if he could publish an English version of his article in this summer’s 2007
issue of Beethoven’s Journal.
“We knew from earlier tests, that
Beethoven was exposed to lead at least by
the end of his life,” Meredith said, “because the lead was also in the bone fragments.”
Dr. Reiter’s ﬁndings may or may not be
true, but Megia seems to believe so.
“I think it’s pretty valid because you
know back in the day, not a lot of people
knew about what certain poisons did,” Megia said. “I wouldn’t be surprised if that’s
what really killed him.”
According to the article, Beethoven suffered from pneumonia, which Wawruch recorded in his notes that he treated Beethoven
with an “infection dissolving medication.”

However the medication’s side effects
involved a large accumulation of ﬂuid in
the abdominal cavity, which would force
Wawruch to puncture Beethoven’s abdomen four times in order to drain the excessive ﬂuid.
This procedure caused Beethoven’s
bloodstream to spike every time his abdomen was punctured.
“Dr. Reiter’s theory is that after they
punctured the stomach, they used a salve,
which is a type of medicine used on the
area where they had cut Beethoven open,”
Meredith said. “And that medication used
may have had lead in it.”
Meredith discussed the concept of Reiter’s investigation, and by simply analyzing a
strand of hair, scientists can tell whether or
not somebody has ingested cocaine, and if
so on what day.
“It’s that exact,” Meredith said.
“Your hair grows at a certain rate
and when you ingest a poison then your
body tries to get rid of it. And one of

FIGHT- UPD’s orders confuse students
Continued from page 1

‘shelter in place,’ which means go inside their rooms
and lock the doors until further instructions.”
Laws said a combination of housing staff members
and several residents identiﬁed the two males who
were causing the disturbance.
While the police were trying to secure the building, some students said the way they instructed the
students caused further confusion.
“They ran in there with guns,” Rosales said of the
police. “They were pointing and yelling at people
telling them to get in their room. They were yelling
‘get in your room, get in your room right now.’ We
weren’t able to get out of our room until around 3:30
a.m.”
Parmenter, who was on his computer at the time,

said all the commotion was coming from the room
next to his.
“I could hear the police knocking on the door either
across from me or the door down,” Parmenter said. “I
heard a lot of yelling, but I couldn’t understand what
they were saying.”
According to Rosales there were lots of police at
the scene.
“When they ﬁrst came in there was, like, ten ofﬁcers,” Rosales said. “But then after that about six or
seven more police cars came. There were UPD and
San Jose police.”
Laws said after the two males who started the disturbance were identiﬁed they were arrested.
“We arrested the two males and they were charged
with a misdemeanor,” Laws said. “We ﬁled a full police report and sent copies of it to housing services and
student conduct.”

FOOD SERVICE/ESPRESSO BAR/HOST PT
positions avail. in S’vale restaurant. Flex. Hrs.
$11.00 to start. Call Wendy@733-9331
EASTER SEALS seeks Lifeguards, Instructional Lifeguards & Aquatic Specialists, part
or full time in San Jose (Bascom & Moorpark).
Flex hours/ days, Mon-Sat. Call Tiago@408
295-0228. Send resume to jobs@esba.org or
fax to 408 275-9858. $11-$13+/ hour DOE.
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party rental business.
Perfect for students. Earn up to $250 every
weekend. Must have reliable truck or van.
Heavy lifting is required. 408 292-7876
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FACTORY We are currently hiring for P/ T positions. We offer a great
working environment with day & evening shifts
for resposible & energetic people. Apply in person 2:30 to 4:00 Mon-Wed. We are located in
San Pedro Square

CATERING EVENT STAFF
NEEDED

If you enjoy the fast pace environment of the
catering industry OR want to contribute an
energetic and enthusiastic work ethic to our
team... we need you! Base pay of $15/ hour.
Nights and weekends. Email:
nicole@eventsofexcellence.com
(408)739-3732
LOS GATOS SWIM AND RACQUET CLUB is
currently accepting applications in the following
departments. Front Desk, Fitness Staff, Personal Trainers, Childcare and Pro Shop. Applicants are to be outgoing. able to multi-task and
good customer service is a plus. Part-time AMPM shifts are available. For more info call (408)
356-2136 or Fax resume to (408) 358-2593

ATTENTION SJSU STUDENTS **
*PART-TIME OPENINGS
*$17.70 BASE -appt.
Vector, the company for students, has part-time
openings available for customer sales/ service.
The positions offer numerous unique beneﬁts
for students:
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*FLEX SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Some conditions apply
*No experience necessary
*Training provided
Earn income & gain experience! Watch for us
on-campus throughout the semester or CALL
866-1100 9am-5pm. www.
workforstudents.com/ sjsu
UNDERCOVER SHOPPERS EARN up to
$150 per day. Under cover Shoppers needed
to judge retail and dining establishments. Exp.
not req’d. Call 800-722-4791

SWIM TEACHERS FT/PT

Love kids and like to swim?? Experience with
children a must! We will train qualiﬁed individuals for our year round swim school. Day, evening and weekend positions available. Email
resume to sdavis@avac.us
PT NANNY WANTED two children (5 and 7)
3days/wk - 12:30-6:30. We live in the Almaden
area of San Jose. CDL with clean driving record required. (408)807-5995

REC LEADERS NEEDED!

LGS Recreation is hiring Recreation Leaders to work in our After School Programs. We
are looking for part-time leaders to work 2pm6:15pm M-F and Tuesday/ Thursday 7am-2pm.
Pay starts at $9.22/ hour and increases depending upon experience. If you enjoy working
with youth and are energetic send your resume
to Kathy at kathy@lgsrecreation.org.
408)354-8700 ext. 245.

MORGAN HILL, Calif. (AP) - Gusty winds kept
ﬁreﬁghters on their toes Wednesday as crews struggled to contain scattered brush ﬁres tearing through
parched terrain across the state.
The ﬁres ﬂared up over the weekend, when temperatures surged past 110 degrees in some parts of
California, creating tinder-like conditions in areas
already starved of water by an unusually dry winter
and spring.
Investigators announced that a 14,000-acre blaze
burning in Northern California’s Henry W. Coe
State Park about 20 miles southeast of San Jose started when a ﬁre set in a barrel accidentally escaped
into the brush.
“This was not arson. This was ‘oops,’” said California Department of Forestry spokeswoman Pam
Rhoten.
Hot, dry winds continued to push the ﬂames
through the park’s rugged, steep terrain, thwarting

REC LEADERS, INSTRUCTORS, Program
Facilitators
P/ T positions available for elementary school
hours, after school hours or evening hours for
middle & HS programs. Degree not required.
Need car & have experience working with
youth. VM (408)287-4170 x 408. EOE/ AAE
FITNESS AND DANCE INST. NEEDED Local
company looking for energetic, motivated, respectful ﬁtness and dance instructors to teach
afternoon and evening classes (some morning). Pay starts at $20 per hr. based on min.
exp. Fax resume to 408.971.4761 or leave
message (408)971-4760
OFFICE ASSIST. NEEDED Downtown business. Flex hrs. $10 pr.hr ofﬁce exp, compters.
fx resume 408.971.4761 recording (408)9714760
ARTIST STUDIO General help. Some lifting,
some creative, some packing. Computer/woodshop/graphics knowledge helpful. Will Train.
Close to SJSU. Steady work.
Ed (408) 984-4020

FOR RENT

2003 HONDA ELEMENT Pics: http://hov-land.
net/Element, Excellent condition, 1 owner, 2wd,
auto, pwr everything, mp3 input in dash, tow,
camping extras available, Orange. $10,500 call
Allan (408)464-9761

EVENTS

GUNTHER AND THE
SUNSHINE GIRLS

Live at the Factory in SF, Sat. Sept. 22, 2007..
For tickets go to www.gunthertour.com.

SERVICES
SMILE CHOICE DENTAL PLAN (includes
cosmetic) $71.75 per year. Save 30%-60%.
For info call 1-800-655-3225 or www.studentdental.com
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL REPAIR Laptop
& Parts, Repair PC, Data Recovery, Remove
Virus Pop Up $49 (408)469-5999

OPPORTUNITIES
3BR HOUSE FOR RENT FROM $2295 Beautiful remodeled 2br+sunlight den or 3br and 1.5
bath, HUGE master br, all hardwood ﬂoors,
huge kitchen with island, washer & dryer, beautiful backyard, Single car garage optional. Quiet Vendome district area, one step to lt. rail &
1st st. Shop at new Coleman shopping center
- Trader Joes and much more! llopez@buysellexchange.com
408.295.4700 Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm or
408.457.4618

RETIRE AT 35?

If you are like most gen Y’s you don’t want to
wait until you’re 65 to retire. If you are looking
for a way to have time and ﬁnancial freedom
take a look at this.
www.livelifewithoutlimits.net
Then this.
www.universalpartnersgroup.com/ opportunity
(928)830-2248
MOVIE EXTRAS New opportunities for upcoming productions. All looks needed, no experience required for cast calls. Call 877-218-6224

FOR SALE

SPARTAN DAILY
Dwight Bentel Hall,
Room 209
FAX:
408.924.3282
EMAIL:
classified@casa.sjsu.edu

ONLINE:

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied. The classified

www.thespartandaily.com
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The Guevara Lock of Beethoven’s Hair located at
the Ira F. Brilliant Center for Beethoven Studies.

center is getting from the article.
“It’s just an example of why there’s
some — just such wonderful things here,”
Kassing said.

Winds stymie crews fighting NorCal Blaze

Classifieds
EMPLOYMENT

the ways it gets rid of it is through your
hair,” Meredith said.
According to the Ira F. Brilliant Center’s Web site, the study of Beethoven’s
lock of hair was originally bought at a
Sotheby’s auction in 1994 by four members of the American Beethoven Society
who agreed to hold the majority of the
hair strands at our very own Beethoven
Center.
The center is opened to the public
Monday through Friday, from 11 a.m. to 5
p.m. and Saturday from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
“The lock of hair does create quite a bit
of interest in our center,” said Fred Saunders, public administrative assistant of the
Ira F. Brilliant Center.
“We also have over 4,000 books on
Beethoven, and few autographed original
letters, and a page from one his sketch
books,” he said.
At a press conference Tuesday afternoon, SJSU President Don W. Kassing
was pleased to hear about the notoriety the

columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should require complete information before
sending money for goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons
for discount vacations or merchandise.

the efforts of more than 1,700 ﬁreﬁghters to halt the
spread of the blaze. The ﬁre was 25 percent contained Wednesday evening.
Some private cabins in the park were threatened,
but an outbuilding was the only structure destroyed
so far, ofﬁcials said. Rangers evacuated hikers and
campers from the park shortly after the ﬁre began
Monday, but homes outside the park were not immediately threatened.
To the south, in the Angeles National Forest, a
four-day-old ﬁre about 10 miles east of Santa Clarita
grew to 2,100 acres, but Forest Service spokeswoman
Stanton Florea said hundreds of ﬁreﬁghters made
progress in their efforts to cut a line around the blaze,
which was 46 percent contained.
Fireﬁghters lifted the voluntary evacuation of
25 rural homes south of Acton on Tuesday. No
injuries were reported, and no structures had
burned.

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number,
punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no
extra charge up to 20 spaces. A minimum of three lines
is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to
publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD
LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS
ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10%
discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be
placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.
STUDENT ID REQUIRED. Rate applies to student’s
individual ads only. Not intended for businesses and/
or other persons. Frequency discount does not apply.

OPINION
Does a politician’s sex life affect how you will vote?
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By BRIANA HERNANDEZ
Staff Writer

What are the qualities we need in a
leader? When we get down to it, what
is at the top of our lists when selecting
people that will work to represent us?
When I go to the polls, the last thing
on my mind is whether the person I am
voting for is in a happy, monogamous,
heterosexual marriage. In fact, the
politician’s life is the last one I am
thinking about. The first place slot goes
to my life.
I vote for people who are qualified—
this means they are educated, they have
experience in politics, they have vision
and propose solutions that I agree with.
The research I conduct about a
candidate before submitting my
vote pertains to their quality of
work, not quality of life.
This is not to say that a
politician does not have to be personable. I
remember Clinton’s popularity skyrocketing
after he played the saxophone on “The
Arsenio Hall Show.” I, to this day, think that
is pretty cool.
We can’t be naive and say that a
politician’s personality and, hence, their
personal life is not a vote-grabbing factor.
Politicians are a package to sell. A voter must
like a politician on a perceived personal level
in order to trust him or her, which is what
all voting is inherently about: trust.
However, there is a line where the
rest of their lives become irrelevant and,
frankly, none of anyone’s damn business.
Larry Craig is rumored to be
homosexual. This is not my business, so I
don’t care. However, the media has made
it my business by reporting his arrest for
alleged disorderly conduct, which is a
fancy term for trying to get friendly with
a stranger in a men’s room.
Craig wouldn’t get my vote but it
isn’t because he broke the law and
certainly not because of his supposed
sexual orientation. It is because he is a
hypocrite. The same Larry Craig that
got caught toe-tapping is the same Larry
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Craig who got in line to crucify Clinton
after his own scandal.
A calculated action like that negates
my trust, whereas infidelity is a matter of
the heart. Not many are in the position
to judge it.
Both Clinton and San Francisco
mayor, Gavin Newsom, cheated on their
wives. Why doesn’t that make sense?
According to a 2002 report from the
U.S. Census Bureau about half of all
marriages end in divorce. If anything,
doesn’t the fact that elected officials have
extra-marital affairs make them more
representative of the common citizen?
These people are public figures, but guess
what? When they take their seat in office,
they don’t leave their humanity at the door.
Humans are weak. They make mistakes.
Yet, infidelity is not the only
sex scandal in which politicians
have been involved. As of
Sept. 1 of this year adultery is
no longer a crime. However,
statutory rape and sexual harassment
are still very illegal. These are offenses
that people get thrown in jail for. When it
comes to these instances, my vote shifts.
After all, if you are a pedophile, you’re
not psychologically sound. If you’re a
sexual harasser, you’re just a jerk who has
no concept of justice and equal rights.
Hence, I don’t vote for crazy jerks.
But an adulterer?
How can I judge a politician for doing
something that many ordinary people
have done or will do in their lives? Sure, I
believe adultery is morally reprehensible,
a sign of personal weakness and just plain
lame. I believe a person’s faithfulness to
their partner is an indicator of their moral
compass and I do believe that political
leaders should be moral.
Clinton and Newsom still did decent
jobs in office. They were, overall, effective
leaders. If we settle for no one less
than saints to represent us in office, we
wouldn’t have a government. Everyone
has demons and shortcomings. Why is
infidelity one that we refuse to tolerate?
I don’t know about you, but I’d rather
Bush be an adulterer than a moron.

•

OPPOSING VIEWS

“It depends on how
deviant their sex life is. If
they are a child molester,
we have to pay attention
to their conduct.”
CHE ANG KHAM
senior, anthropology

“I’m not really into
government. Whatever
happens in the government, I don’t care.”
TRISHA QUAN
sophomore, microbiology

“No. I feel like whatever he does is his
business, as long as
it doesn’t affect his
work.”

NO

JASON NGAUV
junior, nursing

“Probably not. That’s
their own, personal
business. It doesn’t
have anything to do
with politics.”
MARK MACIAS
junior, biology

“I think they should
keep it personal — not
like we’ve seen in the
media lately. I’m not
for it, but I don’t want
to hear about it.”
SARAH CLARK
sophomore, psychoology

“I don’t think so
because, I guess, if he’s
been a good senator
then his sex life doesn’t
matter.”
NADIRA ALICUSIC
freshman, microbiology
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By CODY HAUETER
Staff Writer

So what if Sen. Larry Craig performed
a lewd act in a public restroom? What’s
the big deal if San Francisco mayor,
Gavin Newsom, had an affair with his
manager’s wife? Some would say it’s
their political standpoints that matter
most and that we should stay out of their
personal lives. Well, I disagree.
If these events remained as part of
their personal lives I probably wouldn’t
care at all. However, the media always
outs the bad stuff and, quite frankly, it
does a good job at swaying opinions.
If a politician takes pleasure in doing
ludicrous things, how can I trust them to
be a professional leader?
I find it hard to believe that
a person who can betray his
or her own family and friends
will care enough not to betray
the people he is working for.
It doesn’t make sense. The lying and
cheating can’t exclusively be reserved for
a politician’s personal life — I’m assuming
that the scandals will eventually leak over
to his or her professional life too.
When a politician’s sex life is under the
media microscope, I feel the urge to look
away and ignore the coverage. But when
I’m searching for a candidate to vote for I
want to know everything about the person.
This makes it difficult to ignore things that
could clue me in on what a candidate is
really like.
I would compare it to making a new
friend. I’m not just interested in finding
out what a friend does for a living or
what they’re studying in school. I want
to know what his or her life is like on a
more personal note: like, about his or her
family and relationship history.
If politicians can keep their personal
lives under wraps and behind closed
doors then I think it says a lot about
their professionalism and their ability to
separate work from play. It’s those who
end up mixing the two (Clinton and
Newsom to name a couple) who worry
me a bit.

•
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As some may have already heard, Sen.
Larry Craig pleaded guilty on charges of
disorderly conduct in a public restroom.
I applauded him for being honest and
admitting to wrongdoing. Until he tried to
withdraw his guilty plea, explaining that he
was actually innocent. Well, which is it Sen.
Craig? Make up your mind already.
At least he had the decency to resign
before he got booted out. Or so he made
us believe, until he recently announced that
he would not resign if the case against him
was dismissed.
I’ve noticed that after being caught
for some heinous activity, politicians will
often try to prove their worth by listing
all of the amazing things they’ve done
as leaders. It doesn’t really matter to me
how much community service a person
has under his or her belt. I’m
sure we all know someone
who can produce an amazing
resume but is actually a rotten
person.
I know there is always the benefit of
the doubt. And I’m all for fairness and
fair judgment. It’s the evidence and soso confessions that really put me over the
edge. If a politician can admit to doing
something and then take it back late, I
don’t think they deserve the benefit of
the doubt. Wishy-washy answers should
not be tolerated by anyone. A guilty, but
straightforward, person is preferable over
a maybe guilty, uncertain person.
I guess you can say everyone makes
mistakes and everyone should get a
second chance. I agree with this, but I
also think that some mistakes are worse
than others. It’s a mistake if a politician
mispronounces a word during an
important speech but it’s not a mistake
worth making note of. If a politician
cheats on his wife with his manager’s
wife then that is a monumental mistake
that needs to be publicized.
You may think I’m being a bit harsh
but I think I’m being reasonable and
realistic. It’s important for me to trust
my leaders and to know that they are
sane, well adjusted and very capable of
doing their jobs.

YES

The dichotomy of ‘representing’ the Bay Area
I see it every day.
On the road, in the
classroom,
strolling
through the Student
Union, I see T-shirts,
NICK VERONIN
hats
and
stickers
emblazoned
with
some
The Realm of Ideas
variation of a catchphrase I have come to loathe: “The Bay.”
Any way you slice it — the shirt littered with area codes,
the ball cap with our state’s image and a star over San
Francisco or the huge “YAY AREA” sticker slapped across
the top portion of a windshield — it irks me. Here’s why:
Because of what it is saying.
I understand that an individual might like to
“represent” where they are from, just as sports fans
enjoy donning their favorite team’s jersey.
But we aren’t talking about a team here. We are
talking about a region — a territory that comprises nine
counties, 101 cities and is home to 6.7 million people,
according to data collected from the 2000 U.S. Census
by the Metropolitan Transportation Commission and
the Association of Bay Area Governments.
Are you really going to pat yourself on the back for
being one out of 6.7 million people whom can claim that
they hail from “Da Bay?” Well, then … good job, dude!
What makes being from this area so special? What
about Hudson Bay, Monterrey Bay and Tampa Bay?
And while we’re at it, are we really all that different
from those who live in Kansas City?

It is this aspect of the whole mess that really gets
me riled up, because it underscores a much larger
human crisis.
By differentiating between those who live in one
area and those who live in another, these shirts, caps
and stickers are effectively perpetuating an “us versus
them” mentality — contributing to the ill-conceived
notion that we are better than others, simply because
of where we are from.
As humans, we are prone to cluster together in groups
with which we can identify. However, in doing so it is all
too easy to ostracize those outside of our own clan.
“Them,” we’ll say, pointing and whispering behind
cupped hands, “… over there. That terrible, beastly lot.
The world would be a better place without them!”
This very attitude can be linked to nearly all strife, in
some way or another, the world over. It breeds mistrust,
which leads to fear, to hostility, to hatred, racism and war.
If a large enough group believing that they are better
than another becomes organized, meetings are held,
laws are passed and before you can say “Jim Crow” we
have color-coded restrooms and voting litmus tests.
History has shown this unfortunate dynamic unfold
again and again. We can see it even today, playing out
on national and global levels.
Take immigration for example. Proponents of
tighter borders hold fast to the mantra, “one country,
one language, one culture.” Concerns about the threat
of terrorist infiltration aside, close examination of
these individual’s motives will reveal the former axiom
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as the bedrock upon which their argument is built.
But how different are we really from our neighbors
south of the border? I’m fairly certain that after a
large portion of steak, beans and cheese — anybody,
American or Mexican, male or female — is quite
capable of making a restroom stink to high heaven.
Furthermore, on the subject of heaven, can we not see
this very same “us versus them” ideology as a prime mover
in the conflict in Iraq and the greater Middle East?
I would wager that those who think the war in the
Middle East has nothing to do with a conflict between
Christianity and Islam are the same people who would
pose the question, “Well, Nick, if we went over there
for oil, then why are gas prices still so high?”
To briefly answer that question: “Because we aren’t
winning.”
Now, I’m not berating either Christianity or Islam. I
believe zealotry in any instance is dangerous. It causes
one to believe so much in one’s own cause that one
becomes blind to all other points of view.
Our president is a self-proclaimed evangelical
Christian. His denomination of Christianity is heavily
concerned with persuading non-believers to accept
Jesus Christ as their own personal lord and savior.
While he may not be so public with this aspect of his
faith when promoting the war, it is doubtful that his
own rhetoric does not at least in some way reflect his
personal convictions.
He wants to baptize the Middle East.
Even beyond the theater of the Middle East, this
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problematic human tendency can clearly be seen,
perhaps most glaringly in the apparent conflict between
the Eastern and the Western worlds, as some call them.
Vladimir Putin, president of Russia, announced
Aug. 18 that Russian bombers would resume long-range
strategic patrols, in one of many efforts his country is
making to flex its military muscles. These patrols will
bring Russian aircraft close enough to American soil to
hit the U.S. with ballistic missiles before we even have a
chance to realize what is happening.
The media, as well as Putin, are quick to point
out that Russia is a country, which identifies itself as
decidedly non-Western. While this observation is valid, it
nonetheless works to exacerbate the polarization of both
East and West, just as the T-shirt with all the area codes
is, in many ways, nothing more than an effort to point out
our differences instead of highlighting our similarities.
Sure, this article has taken some rather large bounds
— working from a silly T-shirt to the ominous possibility
of a global nuclear holocaust. I seek not to chastise the
wearers of a particular style of cloth. I simply wish
to call attention to the fact that we all have more in
common than we sometimes prefer to believe.
And if you do choose to continue saying that you
“live in the bay,” at least do so with some measure of
irony. Humans, after all, cannot breathe underwater.
Nick Veronin is a Spartan Daily copy editor.
“The Realm of Ideas” appears twice a month.

OPINION PAGE POLICY
Readers are encouraged to express themselves on
the Opinion page with a letter to the editor.
A letter to the editor is a response to an issue
or point of view that has appeared in the Spartan
Daily.
Only letters 200 words or less will be considered
for publication.
Submissions become property of the Spartan
Daily and may be edited for clarity, grammar,
libel and length. Submissions must contain the
author’s name, address, phone number, signature
and major.
Submissions may be placed in the Letters to the
Editor box at the Spartan Daily office in Dwight
Bentel Hall, Room 209, sent by fax to (408) 9243282, e-mailed to spartandaily@casa.sjsu.edu or
mailed to the Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, School
of Journalism and Mass Communications, San
José State University, One Washington Square,
San José, CA 95112-0149.
Editorials are written by and are the consensus
of the Spartan Daily editors, not the staff.
Published opinions and advertisements do
not necessarily reflect the views of the Spartan
Daily, the School of Journalsim and Mass
Communications or SJSU.
THE SPARTAN DAILY IS A
PUBLIC FORUM.

CORRECTION: Due to a
printing error, Kevin Rand’s
column “Sometimes it’s hard
to show up” was hard to read.
Go online to www.
thespartandaily.com to read
the full version.

Quote of the day
“I’m running for president of
the United States. ...
I decided it was time to step
up.”
FORMER SEN. FRED THOMPSON
The Republican announced his candidacy on “The Jay Leno
Show” Wednesday evening.

LINDSAY BRYANT’s column
will return next Thursday.
An online-exclusive column
will be posted tomorrow.
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